FLORHAM PARK
SENIOR CITIZENS
CLUB NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I hope everyone had a happy, healthy and safe holiday season. In 2020, we had
to balance traditional celebrations with safe practices. Family gatherings at
Thanksgiving, Chanukah, and Christmas were much smaller and shorter in duration than prior years. The all day get-togethers with multi-course dinners
were replaced by a short brunch with the windows open. New Year’s Eve party
or in-person First Night Out in Morristown - not this year. And, if you wanted
to safely see your loved ones in another state, then FaceTime and ZOOM were
the answer. Hopefully, after the two FDA-approved vaccines are distributed
and administered, we’ll be able to spend more time with our families, friends
and neighbors in 2021.
I recently learned of a New Year’s tradition in Ireland. Shortly after midnight,
people open their front door to let out the old year and let in the new year. After this crazy year, Pat and I opened our doors as well as our windows!
The 2021 Senior Citizens Club membership renewal is now due. Even though
we currently have no activities going on, your dues are needed to cover Club
expenses such as the insurances, a portion of the Hanover Manor luncheons
planned for 2021, and miscellaneous meeting expenses. A form for your dues
renewal has been included on the last page of the Newsletter.
Thank you for renewing.
Paul

GOALS FOR 2021
Live in the moment.
Stop over thinking & comparing your life to others.
Choose your thoughts
wisely.
Have more fun and laugh
more!

Virtual Borough Council
Reorganization Meeting
Thursday, January 7th at 6 p.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 18th
Valentine’s Day
Sunday, February 14th
Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 15th

The activities of the Senior Citizens Club are supported
by our wonderful volunteers. We welcome your assistance on any of our committees. If interested, please note
this on your dues renewal form.
If you have any comments or suggestions, please email
Paul Chase at pchase1010@gmail.com.

JANUARY FEBRUARY

WE NEED 5 MORE
MEMBERS TO
PARTICIPATE!
*******************
Our Club provides
monthly food certificates to Florham Park
seniors needing assistance through our Seniors Helping Seniors
program.
We rely on the Blue
Foundry Bank’s Community Alliance Banking Program to help us
fund this program.
Currently, we are not
receiving funds from
the Community Alliance program because
the number of accounts
has dropped below the
required minimum number of 20 participants.
Please help us to continue to receive funds by
opening a checking or
savings account at the
Blue Foundry Bank,
which is located at 209
Ridgedale Avenue. Tell
the Bank that you are a
Florham Park Senior
Citizens Club member.
If you know of any senior in town that may
qualify for food certificates, have them call
Joelyn Hoferer at
(973-377-3898).
Thank you.

UPCOMING EVENTS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Officers
Paul Chase
973-822-0031
President
Angela Landon 973-765-0022
Vice President
Russell White 973-377-0107
Treasurer
Marianne Nucci 973-377-8081
Secretary
Committee Chairs
Nancy Sigler - Activities
Olga Petrilak - Programs
Jo Passalaqua - Hospitality
Pat Chase - Membership &
Attendance
Rosalie Coll - Good & Welfare
Winnie Schurek - Publicity
Barbara Nevius - MCCoOPO
Pat & Paul Chase - Newsletter

Florham Park Senior Center
Diane Guido - Site Supervisor
Cell: 973-698-7278
Center: 973-520-8984
Office: 973-520-8983

Due to the on going pandemic, future activities and events of the Florham Park Senior Citizens Club will be determined by Governor Murphy’s Executive Orders and guidance from the Florham Park Borough
officials. As of January 1st, the status of activities are listed below but
may change in the coming weeks. Please check with the Police Department website, www.fppd.net, for further updates.
Membership Meetings - Most indoor gatherings are currently limited
to 25 people. Until this restriction is lifted and the Borough re-opens
the Community Center, the Club meetings are on hold.
Senior Club Spring Luncheon - The Spring Luncheon is tentatively
scheduled for June 9th at The Hanover Manor.
Trips - No trips are currently scheduled.
Senior Center - The Florham Park Senior Center will continue to be
closed.
Community Center - The Community Center is still closed to events.
ROUTE 24, COLUMBIA TURNPIKE & PARK AVENUE
The New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) provided a
virtual presentation and an opportunity for residents to provide comments on the proposed improvements to the Route 24, Columbia
Turnpike and Park Avenue interchange during the first half of December. The improvements are needed to alleviate the heavy traffic flow
from Columbia Turnpike westbound (towards Morristown) onto Park
Avenue southbound (towards Madison). Currently, traffic exiting
Route 24 eastbound for Columbia Turnpike westbound are forced to
weave across several lanes of Columbia Turnpike to get to the intersection, which backs up traffic onto Route 24 and Columbia Turnpike
in the morning peak traffic hours.
The NJDOT is proposing that a new ramp be constructed that will
connect Route 24 eastbound to and from Park Avenue at a new signalized T-intersection on Park Avenue. This new two-way ramp will connect to the existing ramp to and from Route 24 eastbound and Columbia Turnpike eastbound. The existing ramp will be modified. New
signing will direct drivers bound for Park Avenue towards Madison to
take the next exit (Columbia Turnpike eastbound) to access the new
ramp to Park Avenue.
With the new ramp in place, a physical separator on Columbia Turnpike will be installed to prevent existing traffic from Route 24 eastbound from weaving across Columbia Turnpike to make the left-hand
turn onto Park Avenue towards Madison. Also, the existing ramp from
Columbia Turnpike eastbound to Route 24 eastbound will be closed
and drivers will be directed to use the new ramp connection on Park
Avenue.
The Concept Development Phase is anticipated to be completed in the
first few months of 2021 and the Preliminary Engineer Phase begins
in the Fall of 2021.

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO SENIORS BY...
The FDA approved the emergency use the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines in December and shipments of the vaccines across the country via FedEx and UPS began immediately. The first
vaccinations to health care workers and senior government officials were well publicized
and provided the rest of the country with hope that the worst of the pandemic may soon be
behind us. But, when will the vaccines be available to Florham Park seniors? To help with
the answer, let’s examine the demand and supply sides of the program.
On the demand side, New Jersey’s goal is to vaccinate 70 percent of the adult population
within six months according to the NJ COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. The State’s plan consists of three phases with Phase 1 having three parts. Phase 1A includes health care workers and long-term care residents and staff. Phase 1B includes essential workers, such as
police, firefighters, teachers, daycare workers and seniors over 75, and Phase 1C includes people in various
COVID-related health risk categories and seniors over 65. Phases 2 and 3 include both critical and general
populations as defined in the State’s vaccination plan. According to an analysis by The Washington Post,
there are approximately 3.54 million New Jersey residents in Phases 1A, 1B and 1C and seniors age 65 and
older with a COVID-related health risk would be vaccinated behind approximately 600,000 other residents
who are at a higher risk.
On the supply side of the program, approximately 15.4 million doses of the vaccine have been distributed nationwide with 387 thousand doses going to New Jersey as of January 4th according to the CDC website. How
many doses will New Jersey receive and administer in the coming months is extremely difficult to predict.
Since both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses, roughly 1.2 million (600,000 times 2) doses
will be required to vaccinate the people ahead of seniors over 65 with a COVID-related health risk. If vaccinations are ramped up to say 500 thousand a month in January, it could take two to three months before the
first dose is administered to this group of seniors. Seniors over 75 are a higher priority and would get their
vaccinations sooner.
As with any new nationwide program, there are a multitude of issues and unknowns associated with the vaccination rollout. These will be resolved over the coming weeks and months as more personnel and resources
are devoted to the rollout process. Yes, while there is a ray of light at the end of the pandemic tunnel, it’s still
too early to make those Florida or European vacation plans.

Borough Meetings - Council, Planning Board,
Board of Adjustment and other meetings are being conducted remotely for the safety of all participants. A calendar of meetings, along with
their agendas and minutes, can be found on the
Borough website at www.fpboro.net.

Knitting/Crochet Circle

In December, Marsha Huber delivered more donations, (10 afghans and 15 hats),
to two organizations: ‘WeCareBlankets’ and ‘SavingMothers’.
A special thank you to our group for continuing to contribute their talents. Liz
Denisson has been especially productive during the pandemic months!
If you are interested in donating completed afghans, they are sized approximately 36” x 36”. Completed baby hats are also welcomed. If you have any questions, please contact Marsha at 973-960-8722 or mhuber123@gmail.com.

JANUARY
Sandra Ferrise
Diane Himics
Gloria Savitz
Elizabeth Bendick

1/3
1/4
1/4
1/5

Nancy Lack
Marion Leonard
Frank Conte
Angela Zatz

1/28
1/29
1/30
1/30

FEBRUARY
Grigore Iorgulescu
Doug Tarencz
Paul Reynolds
Rosalie Coll
Barbara Tartaglia

2/1
2/1
2/2
2/3
2/5

Florance Parrillo
Kathleen Smith
Lorraine Tighe
Benito Falco
Maria Perrone
Zehra Boorujy
Jean McGuirk
Teresa Rosania
Elizabeth Iannarone
Marie Iamartino
A. Carroll Adkins
Jeanette Allen
Marianne Nucci
Joelyn Hoferer
Ruth Moolin

Mary Anne Wallendjack 1/7

John Adams
Marian Cocubinsky
Dick Bettle
Barbara Brennan
Thomas McMahon
John Mitro
Mary Bendick
Evelyn Callahan
Olga Petrilak

1/9
1/9
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/22
1/24
1/24

2/6
2/7
2/9
2/11
2/13
2/16
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/27

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PLEASE CUT & MAIL IN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/REINSTATEMENT
Florham Park Senior Citizens Club Annual Dues - $10.00 per member
Please complete and return this form, including email address (if you don’t have one, mark none)
and circle area of volunteer interest, with payment by check (no cash) made out to:
“Florham Park Senior Citizens Club”. Please put “2021 Membership” in the memo section of check.

Mail to: Pat Chase, Membership Chairperson, 48 Orchard Road, Florham Park, NJ 07932
Name _____________________________________

Email______________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

Phone No.__________________________________
Please circle your volunteer interest:

Birthday____________________________________

Trips & Tours
Programs

Check No. __________________

Membership

Newsletter

Phone Tree

Hospitality

Other_______________________

