
FLORHAM PARK UPDATE

Hello and welcome back to the Florham Park Update! Like many of you, I am glad to see the past year gone so
we can all get back to living our normal lives. Keeping that in mind, I want to let you know that we will
reopen Borough Hall and all other Borough Buildings on August 2, 2021. When we open the buildings, there
will still have to be some safeguards in place as not everyone is vaccinated. I ask that all residents please
comply with whatever safety measures are in place at the time when entering Borough buildings. 

Once we open up, we will get back to some of the things we have had to put off for the past year. I know
that many of you wish I had forgotten about the compactor cards, but unfortunately I haven’t. The use of
this service has continued to grow, and we still need to regulate the use of the compactor before it becomes
untenable. On August 2, residents will be able to register with the Recreation Department for your
Compactor Cards. As of January 1, 2022, they will be needed to access the compactor area as outlined in a
past newsletter. You will be given a copy of the guidelines for compactor use and the rules for using the
facility when you register and receive your card. 

You may have also noticed that we have totally renovated the tennis and basketball courts at the Borough
Complex. The new courts are beautiful, and they include the ability to play Pickleball, too. This is a fast-
growing sport among seniors, and we have seen the courts being used extensively since they have been
opened. In order to keep the courts accessible for Borough residents, we will be asking that all residents who
wish to use the courts to register with the Recreation Department. Once the Community Center opens, you
can register there; for a small fee, you will be issued an access card to the tennis courts which will soon have
a card access system installed. Without the access card you will not be able to enter the tennis courts. The
courts will be used on a first come-first serve basis, and we hope that this will allow Florham Park residents
the opportunity to use the facility in a fair and equitable way. 

As we slowly reopen and get back to normal, I would again ask that we all stay mindful of whatever safety
protocols are in place so that we can all safely work together to keep Florham Park the great community
that it is. We look forward to seeing all of you again in the near future, thanks.          

June 2021  WWW.FPBORO.NET

W I L L I A M  F .  H U Y L E R
Borough Administrator



M A Y O R  M A R K  T A Y L O R

We as residents have had a tough year and a half, and I hope that this note finds
you and your families doing well and staying healthy. I also give my blessing to
all the family members of those who have passed away during the pandemic.
Some families were not even able to have a proper memorial for these family
members. God's Blessings to all. I hope that in “Summer 21” we can get back
together with family members and friends to enjoy the long, sunny days. 

Now for a Borough of Florham Park update. The 2021 Borough budget has now
been voted on and passed. We received notice from Moody's Investor Service
that Florham Park has once again reached the highest standard with an Aaa
Bond rating.  Aaa status is not an easy rating to receive nor to maintain.  This
rating allows the Borough to obtain financing at a much reduced rate to you, the
taxpayer. I must thank my finance team members, including CFO Patrice Visco,
Budget Consultant Jon Rheinhardt, Business Administrator William Huyler,
Council Finance Liaison Charlie Malone and Councilman Scott Carpenter, for
all their work in this great achievement. Just by comparison, the State of New
Jersey holds an A3 GO rating. We also hold the second lowest tax rate in Morris
County. This has been a tremendous boost for new homes and businesses
moving to Florham Park.

My thanks to Kayla Kaplan and Michael Sgaramella for helping Florham Park
achieve the coveted designation of “Tree City USA” this past March. This award
has been worked on for many years and is huge achievement in my eyes.
 
I can’t say enough words of thanks to our Police Department, Department of
Public Works, Sewer and Water Utilities, Recreation Department, Library and
Pool and all of our great Borough employees who come to work every day to do
their best to keep things running.   I would also like to thank all of the
volunteers on the Commissions, committees, and sports programs.  Last, but not
least, I thank our great volunteers on the Fire Department and First Aid Squad.   
We're all looking forward to a great parade on July 5 and the concerts at the
Gazebo this summer. 

  All the best,         

The Borough of Florham
Park was incorporated
in March 1899. For
more than 120 years,
we have been a
community of
volunteers. Become
involved in our town!

Thanks for reading the
Florham Park Update!
Please visit
www.fpboro.net to sign
up for future editions. If
you have questions
about the newsletter,
please email
florhamparkinfo@gmail.
com. If you have
questions about
municipal services,
please contact the
Borough
Administrator's office at
(973) 410-5313.    

From the 
Mayor's Desk



Dear Florham Park Residents:

Recently, the Borough has received several questions and concerns from
residents regarding several properties which are being rezoned and approved as
part of Florham Park’s court mandated affordable housing obligation. The
Borough takes its residents’ concerns seriously, and is taking this opportunity to
provide a clear understanding of why these projects are moving forward. Please
know that the Borough of Florham Park did all it could to minimize the impact
of this draconian court-mandated affordable housing obligation. The purpose of
this letter is to inform you about Florham Park’s legal obligation and why the
Borough is forced to create multi-family housing with affordable housing
components.

Affordable Housing in Florham Park

The history of affordable housing in New Jersey is a long one, going back nearly 40 years. In 1975, the Southern Burlington
County NAACP challenged the zoning ordinance of Mount Laurel Township on the grounds that it excluded low- and
moderate-income households from obtaining housing. As a result of this lawsuit, the New Jersey Supreme Court ruled that
the New Jersey State Constitution requires each developing municipality to provide zoning that creates a realistic
opportunity for the construction of its “fair share” of low- and moderate-income housing. This decision was the first of its
kind and is commonly referred to as “Mt. Laurel I.”
 
In 1983, following years of additional litigation, the Supreme Court affirmed its holding in Mt. Laurel I and created a
mechanism to enforce fair share obligations. This decision is commonly referred to as “Mt. Laurel II,” and the mechanism
it created is called the “builder’s remedy.” If a developer proves that a municipality is non-compliant with its fair share
obligation, it is awarded a builder’s remedy. A builder’s remedy provides the developer with court-ordered zoning and
density for multi-family housing without municipal oversight that is usually provided under the planning and/or zoning
board application process. In other words, when municipalities are subject to builders’ remedy, they lose control of their
ability to determine their own zoning. Under the builder’s remedy, the developer gets a density bonus so long it is willing
to set aside approximately 20% of the total units as affordable units.

On July 2, 1985, in response to the Supreme Court’s decision in Mt. Laurel II, the Legislature enacted the Fair Housing Act.
The Fair Housing Act did two important things: first, it created a state agency referred to as the Council on Affordable
Housing (“COAH”), which was charged with calculating and assigning fair share obligations to affected municipalities. 
COAH established “rounds,” which are time frames within which municipalities are required to provide a reasonable
opportunity for affordable housing to be built. Round One was 1987 – 1993, Round Two was 1993 – 1999, Round Three is
1999 – 2025, and Round Four is 2025 forward. Second, it provided municipalities with a voluntary administrative process
through which towns could satisfy their fair share obligations instead of litigating builder’s remedy lawsuits in the courts.
For decades, Florham Park, like hundreds of other municipalities, participated in the administrative process established by
COAH, and consistently satisfied its affordable housing obligation. However, COAH became politically paralyzed and
never adopted constitutionally compliant regulations for Round Three.  

On March 10, 2015, following years of inaction by COAH and litigation, the New Jersey Supreme Court, in another
landmark decision, ruled that the agency’s administrative process had failed and assigned affordable housing compliance to
the courts. The Supreme Court established a process by which towns could file declaratory judgment actions and prove
their compliance with fair share obligations. The Court also afforded towns with some protection from builder’s remedy
lawsuits while fair share obligations were determined, but such protection was contingent on a town acting in good faith. 
(Continued on next page.)



Affordable Housing in Florham Park (Continued)

 
Florham Park’s expert prepared a report which established an estimated fair share obligation for the Borough and all
other towns throughout the State. The Borough’s expert’s estimated obligation for Florham Park’s Third Round
obligation to be approximately 624 affordable units. While this number may seem high, Fair Share Housing Center’s
(“FSHC”) expert claimed that the Borough’s actual obligation was 824 affordable units.  Under the builder’s remedy, if
FSHC’s number was accepted by the court, Florham Park could have been vulnerable for up to 4,100 total units.  As
further discussed below, we assisted Florham Park to avoid that outcome.

Meanwhile, several developers and property owners in Florham Park filed motions to participate in Florham Park’s
declaratory judgment action and attempted to obtain a builder’s remedy so that they could develop their properties
with high density multi-family housing. Thankfully, the court did not award any developer in Florham Park with a
builder’s remedy due to the Borough’s historical good faith participation in this process with COAH. Nevertheless,
the Court did permit several of these developers and property owners to participate in the case. The Court also
required Florham Park to mediate with these parties to determine if a settlement could be reached. As such, at the
direction of the Court, we engaged in mediation with 6 different developers, over a year and a half period.
Simultaneously, we engaged in a lengthy negotiation with Fair Share Housing Center and sought to reduce the high
estimate prepared by their expert. Our directive from your elected officials was clear – comply with the law but
minimize the impacts on the community. Although there will be development, we accomplished this objective.
Following months of negotiations, FHSC agreed to settle with a drastically reduced obligation which was consistent
with the obligation prepared by our own expert, of 624 affordable units. 

To meet this obligation and reduce the impacts to the Borough, we utilized a
combination of bonus credits for rental housing, senior age-restricted projects,
surplus credits from prior housing activities, and a significant special needs
housing project located at the Green at Florham Park. All in all, we were able to
structure a settlement which only required the Borough to provide zoning for an
additional 211 affordable units, compared to the 624-unit settlement
requirement. Such equates to 995 total units of multi-family housing in Florham
Park under the Settlement Agreement, which is 3,105 units fewer than what the
result could have been.

In January 2017, the Mayor and Council authorized the execution of the settlement agreement. The decision to settle
was influenced by the fact that South Brunswick, which opted to proceed to trial, was saddled by the trial court with an
enormous obligation of approximately 1,500 units, which was well in excess of what the municipal expert had estimated
its obligation to be.  (Continued on the next page.)

In July 2015, the administration and Council directed our attorneys to file a
declaratory judgment action as outlined by the Supreme Court. Due to
Florham Park’s history of compliance with its fair share obligation, we
received temporary immunity from builder’s remedy actions. It is worthwhile
to note that Florham Park was not alone in this endeavor - approximately 300
other towns throughout New Jersey filed similar cases. Experts were engaged
by all sides to determine municipal affordable housing obligations for the
Third Round.



Florham Park’s settlement agreement was then presented to the Court, where it was approved in August 2017. The
Borough and its professionals subsequently began the lengthy process of drafting and approving ordinances to permit
the projects outlined in the settlement agreement. At this time, some of these projects are moving forward with the
site plan process. In March 2019, the Court awarded the Borough with a judgment of compliance and repose.
Significantly, this judgment provides the Borough with protection from builder’s remedy actions through July 2025,
subject to certain conditions. The Court also required Florham Park to provide a status update on all projects by July
2020 to ensure that the projects are still viable. The Borough’s professionals are consistently monitoring all projects to
ensure that we meet Court requirements and remain compliant with our obligation. Currently, several developers are
in the process of filing site plan applications for the projects outlined in the settlement agreement. While these
projects may have zoning in place, the Planning Board still has the important task of shaping the projects to ensure
that the developers provide high quality architecture, limit community impacts where possible, and address traffic and
other related issues in a responsible fashion. We encourage residents to participate in the process.

New Jersey's affordable housing mandate is impacting Florham Park, as well as many other municipalities across our
State. As described above, the Borough’s policy guideline has been consistent, comply with the law but minimize
impact of the developments on Florham Park. While there will be some impact from this court mandated multi-family
development, we are confident that we are minimizing impact in the most achievable manner.

Affordable Housing in Florham Park (Continued)

John Inglesino, Esq., serves the  Borough
of Florham Park as Planning Board

Attorney and Special Counsel to the
Sewer and Water Utilities.

Moody's Credit Rating Update
Moody's has reaffirmed Florham Park's Aaa credit rating, placing Florham Park in the
top 3% of New Jersey municipalities. Our town is one of only 16 of the 565 municipalities
in New Jersey to achieve this rating.  In the May 2021 Issuer Comment, Moody’s stated:

“Florham Park has an outstanding credit position. Its Aaa rating is much stronger than
the US cities median of Aa3. The key credit factors include a robust financial position, a
very strong wealth and income profile and a solid tax base. It also reflects a negligible
debt burden and a somewhat elevated pension liability.” The report goes on to note a
number of impressive metrics in each of these categories for the Borough’s
“exceptionally healthy economy and tax base”.

We are doing everything in our power to manage the Borough’s finances in everyone’s
best interests – the byproduct of which happens to be a stellar credit rating. 



Background
In January 2014, independent rating agency, Moody’s Investor Services, notified the Borough and 255 other
local governments across the United States of their decision to review their credit ratings for potential
downward revision using updated methodology. At the time, the Borough’s Finance Committee aggressively
and successfully met with, provided documents to, and even toured Moody’s Investor Services’ analysts
around town to showcase Florham Park’s strong financial position. In March 2014, Moody’s confirmed
Florham Park’s issuer credit rating was maintained at Aaa (“Triple-A”) under Moody’s new methodology.

In September 2015, the Borough opportunistically utilized its strong credit rating from Moody’s to convert
$11.9M of short-term, floating-rate debt (exposed to potential rise in interest rates) to fixed-rate debt ahead
of the Federal Reserve’s first interest rate hike in more than 9 years at the time. The Borough locked in a
True Interest Cost of 2.02% over the life of the bond from the lowest competitive bidder on our debt
offering. Moody’s has independently reviewed the Borough of Florham Park’s credit rating for their ‘annual
comment’ in December 2016, May 2018, November 2018, October 2019, and May 2021 each time re-
affirming its Aaa rating.  

Today
While there were plenty of more pressing health and safety concerns amid a global pandemic, now that we
are coming through it and reopening the economy that was intentionally closed to curtail the health crisis, it
is certainly nice to know that (arguably and hopefully) this has been the ultimate stress test on the Borough’s
financial position and resulted in the Borough maintaining Moody's highest possible credit rating.

Summary and Significance - 
What does all of this mean to today’s stakeholders in Florham Park?

The stakeholders in Florham Park  should be proud of our borough for many, many reasons. Financially, all
should be aware of this very unique credit rating for the Borough of Florham Park, understand how
fortunate we are relative to other municipalities, and realize the diligent work necessary to achieve this
healthy and strong financial position. While our debt reduction plan remains intact, to the extent the
Borough of Florham Park may ever need to issue debt (no current plans), we approach it from a very strong
financial position in spite of enduring a global financial crisis right here at home since March 2020.

As the Mayor, Council, and Finance Committee see first-hand, we continue to face challenges and difficult
decisions in each annual budget. However, several Borough Professionals work tirelessly on the Borough’s
finances every day. The hard work of many volunteers on the Borough’s Boards, Commissions and
Committees impacts the Borough’s financial position, as well. Every Borough Employee made significant
adjustments during the pandemic to keep life in the Borough as safe as possible and moving forward. We
are thankful to all of them for this financial aspect of Florham Park. 

It is very reassuring to know an independent rating agency evaluates and confirms the hard work necessary
to manage the Borough the way we do. There are certain items in Moody’s evaluation that are beyond our
control, however.  While we can’t manage the Borough’s finances to guarantee an Aaa rating, we are
generally aware of financial areas that are important to them.  

Understanding the Moody's Credit Rating

C H A R L I E  M A L O N E
 Councilman



"Meet Me in FP"  is  the Borough's  online resource for
professionals  and businesses in Florham Park.  Visit

www.fpboro.net/meet-me for a  l ist  of  businesses that  are
ready to serve you and your family.  You can also f ind the

application to be added to the directory on the site .
Shopping local  is  more important than ever before!

Shop Local

Connect With Us!
DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE ARE MANY RESOURCES @

WWW.FPBORO.NET?

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram at 
facebook.com/florham.park and instgram.com/florhamparkborough

New to Florham Park?

Visit the Borough Clerk's office
or email Lisa Gaeta at

lgaeta@fpboro.net to receive a
New Resident Information

Packet!

Don't Miss Out!

Future editions of this newsletter will be available
via email only. Visit the Borough's website or
social media pages to sign up to receive the

Florham Park Update in your inbox!

We Need You!

Florham Park is a community of
volunteers. If you would like to become
a member of one of our boards,
commissions, or commmittees (such as
the 4th of July Committee), please email
Sheila Williams, Borough Clerk at
swilliams@fpboro.net. 

2021 Consumer Confidence
Report

The 2021 Consumer Confidence Report, containing
information about the water in Florham Park from

2020 is available on the Borough's website via:
https://www.fpboro.net/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/2021-Annual-Drinking-
Water-Quality-Report-1.pdf

http://www.fpboro.net/meet-me
http://www.fpboro.net/meet-me
http://www.fpboro.net/
http://www.fpboro.net/
https://www.fpboro.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-Annual-Drinking-Water-Quality-Report-1.pdf




Environmental
Commission  

many environmental ly  re lated projects taken on by  local  Eagle  Scout

candidates.  The Environmental  Commission assists with  provid ing grants and

volunteers for  these projects.  These projects include the instal lat ion of  a

pol l inator  garden a long the south s ide of  Spr ing Garden Lake,  the construct ion

of  f loat ing wetlands,  removing the invasive Phragmite p lants at  the cul-de-sac

by Puddingstone Way,  and the construct ion of  bat  boxes in  the wooded areas

by Spr ing Garden Lake.  

More information about  these projects and other  in it iat ives can be found at

the Facebook Group “F lorham Park  Environmental  Commission” .  Members of

the publ ic  are  a lso invited to  the monthly  Zoom cal ls .  

 

Despite a  chal lenging year ,  the F lorham

Park Environmental  Commission managed

to stay on track and make great  progress

on many key in it iat ives.  In  Apr i l ,  Arbor  Day

was celebrated with  a  successful  B lack

Gum and Red Oak sapl ing g iveaway.  The

highl ight  of  th is  year  so far  has been the 

Sponsor the 
Florham Park Update!

Sponsorship opportunities  are available for
the Florham Park Update. If you are

interested in sponsoring future editions of the
Update, please contact Borough
Administrator William Huyler at

whuyler@fpboro.net or (973) 410-5312 for
more information.

 
Thank you for your ongoing support!



The Florham Park 4th of July Committee is excited to announce a modified 4th of July
Celebration in Florham Park on July 5, 2021! As in previous years, when the 4th of July
falls on a Sunday, the Borough of Florham Park celebrates the holiday the following day,
Monday, July 5.

Our 2021 theme is, "Our Resilient Community!"

Every year we take the opportunity to celebrate Florham Park and all that makes it a
spectacular community. This year, we are excited to announce a return to previous
traditions — the annual parade throughout the town! Following the traditional route, the
parade will feature favorite floats, cars, trucks, and more! A ceremony will be held at
Florham Park Fire Department Company #1 beginning at 9 AM, and the parade will
kickoff at 9:30AM.

While we are exhilarated to return to tradition, we are disappointed that we will not be
able to cook for you or host rides, fireworks,  or a Social Garden this year. At the time the
decision needed to be made, the restrictions in place did not allow for our full
celebration. We are proud that the longest continuously running 4th of July parade in the
State of New Jersey will continue. Friend us on Facebook and visit fpjuly4th.com for more
information. Purchase lawn signs, American flags for our commemorative float, and
commemorative cups via our website!

Volunteer and help your community! The Florham Park 4th of July Committee is always
looking for volunteers to join the committee. 

http://www.fpjuly4th.com/
https://fpjuly4th2021.formstack.com/forms/july4th2021


The doors of Florham Park Public Library are open
to all. No appointment is necessary. We are happy to
welcome you inside to sit and study, use our
computers, printers, and copy machines, to read
our newspapers and magazines, to get reference
assistance from a librarian, or just to browse our
collections. Our private study rooms are available to
reserve. If you’ve been away for a while, you’ll
notice that some things are different! You can now
check out video games, jigsaw puzzles, board games,
and other fun things to keep you busy. We have an
expanded Museum Pass program courtesy of the
Friends of the Library that grants you and your
family free access to some of the best cultural
institutions in New Jersey and New York. In the past
year we have also expanded digitally and offer a
wide variety of resources and content platforms that
allow you to stream videos and music, checkout
eBooks and audiobooks, read magazines and
newspapers, learn new skills, and conduct research.
For a complete list of what we have to offer digitally,
visit: https://florhamparklib.org/research/az/

The Library

Welcomes You!

Meet us once a month to talk about some of the
buzziest books of the past year! Why was it on the
bestseller list so long? Was that book worth all the

hype? Did it deserve that award? Whatever your
opinion is, we’ll have fun talking about it. Call the
Library at (973) 377-2694 to join the group and get

your copy of the books. Here are our picks for 2021: 
●June 24 @ 7 PM - The Vanishing Half by

 Brit Bennett
●July 29 @ 7 PM - Interior Chinatown by Charles Yu

●August 26 @ 7 PM - Mexican Gothic by
Silvia Moreno Garcia

New to Town?
Mark your calendars for Saturday,

September 18. The Library is
hosting an event for you to learn

more about the Borough of
Florham Park, get more

information on local community
groups and organizations, and

meet your neighbors.

https://florhamparklib.org/research/az/


For our littlest readers, age 0-4, we have a whole new set up on our Beanstack app. Complete 4
reading activities with your child each week to earn a prize. 
Kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade: Track the number of minutes you spend reading each
week. When you log your minutes weekly, you’ll receive a prize and a raffle ticket to win big at the
end of the summer!
Teens: Keep track of the number of books you read. Weekly prizes and raffle tickets are available
when you track your progress! 
Summer reading isn't just for kids! One of the best ways to encourage literacy and love of reading
in children is to make sure they catch you enjoying a great book. 

The Library has a program for every kind of reader this summer. 

Get started at florhamparklib.beanstack.org 

Kick off summer reading with a
visit from our Furry Friends!
Tuesday, June 22 at 1:30 PM.

EYES OF THE WILD

WE HAVE A FULL CALENDAR OF
INTERESTING EVENTS FOR PEOPLE OF ALL
AGES! VISIT
HTTPS://FLORHAMPARKLIB.ORG/EVENTS/
TO SEE WHAT’S GOING ON. 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM 2021
Sign up for Summer Reading at the Library!

Rizzo's is back by popular
demand! Learn all about reptiles
and how they live. Wednesday,
Jul 7 @ at 3:30 PM

RIZZO'S REPTILES

Tuesday, August 17 at 1:30 PM

END OF SUMMER
MAGIC SHOW

All Summer Reading events will be held outdoors. Families welcome! Please bring your own chair or
blanket to sit on. Thank you to the Friends of the Florham Park Public Library for their support of our

annual Summer Reading Program. Please pre-register at www.florhamparklib.org.

https://florhamparklib.org/events/
http://www.florhamparklib.org/


The Latest From the
Florham Park Health Department

The COVID-19 pandemic has dominated the activities of the Health Department for
nearly 15 months. Through the determined efforts of the Health Department’s staff, in
partnership with the Borough’s community leaders, elected officials, Mayor Taylor,
Borough Administrator, and the people of Florham Park, the community has remained
strong, undaunted, and protected at a high level. The Health Department has had the
pleasure of working closely with the Police Department, OEM, First Aid Squad, Fire
Department, school district, and the various Department Heads throughout the
Borough’s government. It was through this partnership and their tireless efforts that the
greatest public health challenge in more than a century has been met head-on, and to
great effect. Our nation and State have turned a corner in this fight against COVID-19,
and the end of the pandemic is within our grasp. In New Jersey, the numbers of new
COVID-19 infections, hospitalizations, and deaths continue to trend sharply downward. 

THE COVID-19 VACCINE IS SAFE AND HIGHLY EFFECTIVE 
The impact of the pandemic on every sector of our society has been devastating. While
the COVID-19 pandemic remains with us, an unvaccinated population could delay a
sustained and lasting return to a normal, fully open, and healthy society. 

Though millions of Americans have been vaccinated and the COVID-19 rate of
transmission has rapidly declined, the demand for the vaccine has begun to wane. This is
concerning, as we are still not quite where we should be to insulate ourselves from the
potential of higher infection rates. The importance of getting more than 70% of the
population vaccinated as quickly as possible cannot be overstated. Vaccines are now
available to everyone 18 and older. Those who are 12 to 17 years of age are also eligible
for the Pfizer vaccine.
  
Please see the link below for all Executive Orders to date:
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html

For more information, please visit: https://www.fpboro.net/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/June-1-Update.pdf

 

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://www.fpboro.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/June-1-Update.pdf


The Tree City designation is awarded to towns that have a tree
board, a tree care ordinance, budget of at least $2 per capita for
community forestry and an Arbor Day Observation. Florham Park

has consistently met the first three criteria, but more recently
began observing Arbor Day by planting trees and giving away free
trees to the public. The Borough of Florham Park has earned the
title of a Tree City by proclaiming the last Friday in April as Arbor

Day and celebrating that day by promoting forestry in our
community.

From the Department of Public Works

The second bulk pickup is scheduled for the week of September 13, 2021. You should call

(973) 410-5330 by September 10 to get on the list. You need to supply your name,

address, phone number, and the items you wish to be picked up. All items must be

curbside by 7 AM Monday, September 13. The DPW goes through the entire Borough

once; after each street is passed through, the DPW will not be coming back.

The remaining dates for large brush and limb pickup are the weeks of June 20, July 26,

August 24, and September 20. We will do another pickup, weather permitting, after leaf

pickup concludes in December.

Please refer to the Borough's website for all services offered by DPW. You can also call

(973) 410-5330.

Tree Removal and Disposal Guidelines

Please do not put out to the curb whole trees which you have had cut down or

have cut down yourself. Brush and limb pickup is strictly for the removal of

brush and limbs, not an entire tree. Unless the tree is in the Borough right of

way, the homeowner is responsible for the removal of all tree parts that have

been cut down. If you have a tree that is in the Borough right of way and you

think it is a hazard or diseased and dying, please call us. We will evaluate the

tree and have it removed if that is warranted. Please remember that a permit is

needed for tree removal in the Borough. See the Borough's website for a tree

removal application or email the Engineering Department at

kkaplan@fpboro.net for more information.

https://www.fpboro.net/departments/public-works
https://www.fpboro.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Tree-Removal-Permit-Application.pdf


From Construction Official Kevin Guilfoyle

During the pandemic, there was a rise in the lack of prominent address markings on residential
homes. With the surge in home deliveries -- whether it was food, groceries, or medical services -- a
clear address marking is important for deliveries, but it's also a safety issue. In the event of an
emergency, police, fire, and emergency services need to find your home as quickly as possible.
Address markings are an imperative part of your home. In the Uniform Construction Code (UCC), all
new homes must have the address displayed for the final building inspection. Please check your home
to make sure your address is visible from the street. 

Residential Infiltration into Sanitary Sewer System
It is illegal for sump pumps and gutters to be hooked into sanitary sewer system. They are required to
be discharged to an outside area of your property away from your house. Please make sure your
home does not have any of these connection violations.

Distancing 6 or more feet, when applicable 
Wearing masks/face coverings when appropriate
Practicing hand hygiene
Avoiding touching the eyes, nose or mouth
Disinfecting commonly touched surfaces
Staying home when symptomatic
Following all of the requirements and advisories set forth in the Executive Orders and Executive
Directives and Travel Advisories. 
Adhering to isolation and quarantine recommendations and orders from the Health Department’s
contact tracers and disease investigators 

Attendance at Gatherings
It is advised that gatherings be conducted in a manner that conforms with current Executive Orders
and NJDOH/CDC guidelines. The guidance recommends that those who are not vaccinated should
continue to wear masks and distance 6 feet from others at gatherings.

While enjoying activities, the public should continue to be diligent about the following:

Odd/Even Watering 
Outside water usage is permanently restricted to usage on alternate days allowing outside water
usage by persons or businesses having even house or box numbers on even days and those having
odd house or box numbers on odd days, with outside water usage being completely banned and
prohibited on the 31st day of any month. This restriction shall not apply to athletic fields and nurseries
(Borough Code, § 244-46).

https://ecode360.com/9092243#9092243


SUMMER IN  FLORHAM PARK 

Florham Park Day Camp is open
to children entering 1st through
6th grade in Fall 2021. Day
Camp is held at the Recreation
Community Center from 9 AM
to 3 PM. Activities include camp
bingo, dress-up days, contests,
Pizza Friday, and more! Camp
will begin Monday, June 28 and
end on Friday, August 13.
Register at
capturepoint.com/florhampark

DAY CAMP
REGISTRATION IS
OPEN

The Recreation Department will
be showing an outdoor movie at
the conclusion of National Night
Out on August 3. The movie will
begin at 8:45 PM

OUTDOOR MOVIE
ON NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT

REGISTER FOR COMMUNITY PASS TO RECEIVE
RECREATION UPDATES AND SIGN UP FOR
PROGRAMS!

The Florham Park Pool and the
Recreation Department will be co-
sponsoring 3 "Teen Night at the
Pool" Events on Friday, July 9, July
23, and August 6. The events will
run from 7 PM to 10 PM. The cost
is $5. For more information, please
call the Recreation Department at
(973) 410-5390.

TEEN NIGHTS AT THE
POOL!

Florham Park Pool registration is
open through Community Pass! The
pool will be open until Sunday,
September 12. Join the pool to
spend time with friends and check
out our new lounge chairs. 

FLORHAM PARK POOL

Photo by Judi Whiting

Mark your calendars! A drive-in
movie night will be held on
Friday, September 18, 2021.
More information to follow.

DRIVE- IN MOVIE 

The Recreation Department and
the Florham Park Jaycees will
co-sponsor Trunk or Treat later
this year.  More information to
follow.

TRUNK OR TREAT

https://capturepoint.com/florhampark


National Night Out
The Police Department will be hosting National Night Out on August 3, in conjunction
with the Fire Department, the First Aid Squad, and the Recreation Department. We have
big plans for the night with music, entertainment, and blow up rides for the kids, in
addition to our regular attractions and food service. This will be the first community
event the Department has been able to host since Safe Night Out in October 2019! The
Department is looking forward to connecting with our residents, in person, for the first
time in a very long time. Please plan to attend. Additional information will be
forthcoming in the weeks ahead.       

The Police Department will honor our 2 fallen officers, Detective Francis Dailey and Patrolman 
Robert Hauptman, who were killed in the line of duty on July 17, 1975, with a burning candle on the date

their Watch ended. The burning candle can be seen by the memorial to the officers and the flagpole outside
Police Headquarters for 24 hours on July 17th.

prepare for the program. 

The program will be returning in 2022.
Please check fppd.net and our Facebook
page for registration information. 

We Remember

The Bicycle Helmet reward
program will run through the

summer. Please encourage
your children to wear their

helmets while biking,
skateboarding, and using
scooters or roller blades.

This year’s Junior Police
Academy was cancelled,
due to restrictions in
place at the time the
decision needed to be
made in order to properly

http://fppd.net/


Sunday,  June 6

7:00 p.m.

Sunday,  June 13

7:00 p.m.

Sunday,  June 20

7:00 p.m.

Sunday,  June 27
7:00 p.m.

Sunday,  July 11

7:00 p.m.

Sunday,  July 18

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, July 25

7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 1

7:00 p.m.

An energetic and entertaingly powerful band performing Classic Rock, Blues, 
Motown & Pop with an incrediblely powerful horn section.

Street Hassle

The Sensational Soul Cruisers

Desert Highway

THE British Invasion Years

18 piece Big Band led by David Aaron on the clarinet. 
In Loving Memory of Ralph & Persis Loveys

One Stop Pony

The David Aaron Orchestra

Long Island & New York's premier Eagles tribute band playing the music of The 
Eagles, Joe Walsh & Don Henley.

2021 Concert Series 

www.florhamparkgazebo.com
 If weather is questionable call 973-301-9698 or visit the web site.

All concerts are free, provided to the public through donations from local residents and businesses. Bring your own blankets or chairs. 
  Location: Borough Hall Complex, 111 Ridgedale Avenue. Rain site: Ridgedale School, 71 Ridgedale Avenue, ¼ mile south of the gazebo.

Separate Ways

A nostalgic musical retrospective spanning the entire first wave of the British 
Invasion era,  full of the sights and sounds from BOTH sides of the Atlantic!

Beatlemania Again
The National Touring Beatles Stage Show  "Beatlemania Again". Relive the 
Music, The Magic & The Mania Live on Stage!

The closest you'll get to see of the early-mid 80's line-up of Journey live, EVER. 
Don't miss the Ultimate Tribute to the music of Journey. 

An 11 man horn group fronted by four soulful vocalists who pay homage and tribute to 
the very best of Old School, Classic Soul, RnB, Motown and Disco.

A multi- talent tribute show  - Billy Joel - Neil Diamond - Tom Petty - The Doors - 
Johnny Cash & Jimmy Buffet Classics.



For over 115 years, the Florham Park Volunteer Fire Department has provided round-the-
clock fire and rescue services to our community.

The last few years have been our busiest ever with nearly 450 calls for service in 2020
despite the pandemic. All these calls were handled by the volunteers of the FPFD. While the
call numbers keep rising, unfortunately, our membership has been declining. We have been
very fortunate to gain a few new members recently; however, with members moving away,
leaving for college, or retiring, we have lost more members than we have gained.

Day or night, regardless of weather, we've responded to your calls for help. We provide all-
volunteer staffing weekdays, weeknights, overnight, weekends, holidays, and more. The
FPVFD is at your doorstep when you call 911. Every month, more than 30 volunteers give
hundreds of hours of time responding to calls, training, providing administrative support
and more. Our volunteers include lawyers, teachers, engineers, entrepreneurs, contractors,
local high school students, college students, and business owners. But there is one thing
missing – YOU!

To join, all you have to do is give your time; we do the rest. We'll train you to save a home
from fire or save a life. You will learn critical skills like CPR and fire safety, as well as the use
of forcible entry tools, ladders, power saws, hoses, etc. You also get a chance to learn to
drive our apparatus. For more information on joining the Florham Park Volunteer Fire
Department, please visit florhamparkfiredepartment.org/join or email your name and
contact information to:pmcgann@fpboro.net.

http://florhamparkfiredepartment.org/join


Mark Your Calendars
In-person municipal meetings will resume in August. Please

check the Borough's website, www.fpboro.net, for more
information and meeting schedules.

Sewer Utility: Third-quarter sewer bills are due July 1
Water Utility: First-quarter 2021 water bills will be mailed by the middle of June
and due 30 days after mailing
Tax Department: 2021 tax bills will be mailed in late July and due 25 days after
mailing.

You can drop off your payment in the drop box located in the lobby of Borough
Hall, pay by mail, or at www.fpboro.net (under Quick Links). If you have any
questions, please contact the Finance Department at 973-520-1980.

Sewer, Tax, and Water Bills

http://www.fpboro.net/



